
        From: Jonathan Corbett 

         407 Lincoln Road, #11A 

         Miami Beach, FL 33139 

         August 28
th

, 2011 

 

To: TSA Claims Management Branch 

 601 South 12th St.  

 TSA-9 

 Arlington, VA 20598-6009 

 

To: Transportation Security Administration 

 Office of the Special Counselor 

 Attn: Freedom of Information Act Office 

 601 South 12th Street 

 Arlington, VA 20598-6033 

 

Re: FTCA Claim, FOIA Request, and Demand to Preserve Evidence 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 On August 27
th

, 2011, between approximately 4 AM and 5 AM, I was unlawfully 

searched and detained by members of the Transportation Security Administration at FLL airport.  

After opting out of your nude body scanners, I was then asked to undergo a physical “pat-down” 

search.  I stated that this was consented to so long the searcher would not be touching my 

genitals or buttocks.  I was informed that this touching would be necessary. 

 A Transportation Security Manager named Alejandro Chamizo was called over to talk to 

me, and again explained that touching these “sensitive areas” would be necessary, to which I 

repeated that I did not consent to such touching.  I was then informed by the TSM that I would 

be searched regardless of consent, whether I wanted it “here or at the BSO” (Broward Sheriff’s 

Office).  A reasonable person in my situation would have gathered that I was not free to leave at 

this point.  As your TSM had no legal right to detain me, this may constitute, and I hereby make 

a Federal Tort Claims Act claim for: state law false arrest, state law false imprisonment, and state 

law negligence relating to failure to train employees.  This is additionally an unreasonable 

seizure of my person in violation of the fourth amendment to the US Constitution. 

 Additionally, during a search of my belongings, the TSA exceeded its statutory 

boundaries on three occasions.  First, the TSA screener decided to read each of the cards (credit 

cards, IDs, etc.) that I had been carrying in my pants.  This search could not have turned up 



evidence of weapons, explosives, or incendiary items, and therefore was unlawful.  Second, the 

TSA screener decided to flip through and examine pages of a book that I was carrying.  This 

search could not have turned up evidence of weapons, explosives, or incendiary items, and 

therefore was unlawful.  Finally, the general extent of the bag search performed by the TSA, 

which took over 30 minutes to examine one carry-on and one personal item, was retaliatory, as 

explained by a TSA screener who noted that declining a search gave them additional suspicion 

and therefore justified this search.  This search went beyond what was necessary to turn up 

evidence of weapons, explosives, or incendiary items, and therefore was unlawful, and my 

honest personal opinion was that the screeners desired to turn up evidence of anything unlawful 

as “payback” for declining their search.  Each of these three searches was objected to by me at 

the time, and each of the three searches continued despite my objections.  This may constitute, 

and I hereby make a Federal Tort Claims Act claim for: state law negligence relating to failure to 

train employees, and other related state laws.   This is also an unreasonable search of my 

property in violation of the fourth amendment to the US Constitution. 

The total amount claimed is US$1,000,000.00 (one million United States Dollars).   

Please also accept this as a formal FOIA records request for, as well as a demand to preserve, 

the following evidence:  

1. Any notes taken by any employees of your organizations relating to this incident 

2. Any incident reports, e-mails, or other documentation created as a result of this incident 

3. Any correspondence between your organization and any other party as a result of this 

incident 

4. Any audio, video, and or photographic records taken on August 27
th

 between 3:45 AM 

and 5:15 AM at or around the TSA checkpoint in front of the FLL “E gates” (US 

Airways).  This must include all camera views that contain any part of this checkpoint, as 

well as the camera that monitors the sterile area’s exit (adjacent to the checkpoint).  

 

 I may be contacted at the address at the top of this letter.  

 

         Thank you, 

 

         Jonathan Corbett 


