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To: The Honorable John G. Roberts 

Chief Justice of the United States 

1 First Street NE 

Washington, DC 20543 

 

Dear Chief Justice Roberts: 

 I write to you today in your capacity as the leader of the Judicial Conference of the United 

States to urge you to modify the rules of the Supreme Court of the United States.  As one who 

has litigated in the U.S. District Courts, Courts of Appeals, and Supreme Court, in addition to 

various state courts, the procedures for filing in the U.S. Supreme Court are by far the most 

peculiar I’ve ever encountered.  A hallmark of justice is free and accessible access to the courts 

of the land, and the U.S. Supreme Court should set a shining example to the rest of the courts of 

this nation by simplifying its filing requirements.   

I therefore make the following recommendations: 

1. As best I can find, there is nowhere else in the world that uses a paper size of 6-1/8” x 9-

1/4”, and no other court I have found required a bound book in order to make a filing.  

While having little booklet may be cute, it cannot possibly serve a practical purpose over 

allowing standard letter size documents bound, as the Courts of Appeals allow, “in any 

manner that is secure, does not obscure the text, and permits the document to lie 

reasonably flat when open.”  [Fed. R. App. P. 27(d)(1)(C)].  The current situation requires 

specialized printing and significant time and expense that is not justified and makes filing 

less accessible to the public. 

2. Being 2015, the court should allow electronic filing with no paper required at all for all 

filers, including pro se litigants.  Current rules require forty copies of all documents, which 

is expensive, time consuming, a waste of paper, and a security risk.  You may or may not 
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be aware, but those bringing paper to the court in person are directed to the back of the 

building, where they are asked to place their documents in a garbage bag for off-site 

screening – a process that is, at the least, awkward, and is likely quite expensive for the 

court. 

3. Beyond electronic filing, public access to court records should be improved.  PACER, the 

court records system that allows the public to view documents filed in the district and 

circuit courts, was invented in 1988.  Nearly 30 years later, filings in the Supreme Court 

are still not accessible on the Internet.  Transparency is another hallmark of justice, and 

Web-based public access to Supreme Court records is long overdue. 

 

Chief Justice Roberts, I thank you for your time and hope that you will address these 

concerns.  

 

         Thank you, 

 

        Jonathan Corbett 


